Press Release
ABB solution to enable improvement of power
supply in Malawi
Network monitoring and control solution will allow better utilization of available capacity and
reduce frequency and duration of outages, supporting Africa’s infrastructure development
Zurich, Switzerland, March 3, 2015 – ABB, the leading power and automation technology group, has
won an order from the Electricity Supply Corporation of Malawi (ESCOM), the public utility which
generates, transmits and distributes electricity in the country, for a comprehensive network monitoring
and control solution that will enable the monitoring and control of its power distribution network. The
new system will help the utility with management of electricity demand and improve power supplies by
reducing the frequency and duration of outages experienced by customers.
Malawi, in southern Africa is bordered by Zambia to the northwest, Tanzania to the northeast and
Mozambique on the east, south and west. With increased demand and consumption, it is working on
improving the quality and reliability of supplies as well as enhancing access to electricity for rural
communities, who make up a large part of its 15 million strong population.
As part of the project scope, ABB will provide a system solution comprising hardware, software,
storage and communications equipment. The advanced distribution management solution comprises
SCADA (supervisory control and data acquisition), DMS (distribution management system) and OMS
(outage management system) software.
“ABB is pleased to contribute to the development of Malawi’s power infrastructure with a
comprehensive network management solution” said Claudio Facchin, President, ABB Power Systems
division. “This will enable the reliable supply of electricity to an increasing number of people, contribute
to energy efficiency and support economic growth.”
This project further strengthens ABB’s leading position as a provider of advanced distribution
management systems to electricity utilities in the Southern African region, with systems installed in
South Africa, Lesotho, Malawi, Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. ABB has partnered ESCOM for several power infrastructure projects over the years.The
company’s ability to provide both transmission and distribution management solutions enables ease of
integration and a common user interface as well as training and support benefits.
ABB is a world-leading supplier of Enterprise Software solutions for utility, industry and infrastructure
customers across sectors. These solutions help bridge the gap between information technologies (IT)
and operational technologies (OT), enabling clients to make faster, better-informed decisions in daily
operations and long-term planning strategies.
ABB (www.abb.com) is a leader in power and automation technologies that enable utility, industry, and
transport and infrastructure customers to improve their performance while lowering environmental
impact. The ABB Group of companies operates in roughly 100 countries and employs about 140000
people.
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