Press Release
ABB transformer technology supports power
infrastructure development in South America
Order worth around $25 million for 54 shunt reactors to be installed in Colombia to boost
transmission capacity and support linkage across country’s energy networks
Zurich, Switzerland, April 21, 2015 – ABB, the leading power and automation technology group, has
won an order worth around $25 million from Colombia’s Interconexión Eléctrica S.A. E.S.P. (ISA) to
deliver 54 shunt reactors. The order was booked in the first quarter of 2015.
This order is an extension of an existing agreement currently under execution which includes another
65 shunt reactors.The reactors are scheduled for delivery between 2015 and 2017.
The equipment will support ISA as it develops high-voltage transmission lines for the Colombian,
Chilean and Peruvian electric grids to facilitate greater linkage between the region’s energy networks.
As part of the overall supply, ABB will deliver 55, 500 kV shunt reactors to be installed in Colombia, 28
units in Peru, and 36 in Chile. Due to the size of the reactors it is difficult to transport them in one
piece, so they will be shipped in smaller parts and assembled on site.
“ABB’s advanced shunt reactor technology will help even out voltage and load variations, boosting
power transmission, enhancing grid reliability and supporting economic development” said Markus
Heimbach, head of ABB’s Transformers business, a part of the company’s Power Products division
“We have a strong presence in South America, and continue to support vital power infrastructure
improvements across the region”.
Shunt reactors are vital components of an efficient long-distance high-voltage power transmission
system, that help stabilize voltage during load variations in alternating current systems and increase
the active or useful power transmitted.
They are often installed in substations at the end of the line to reduce voltage differences, and may
also be connected to the power system at key intersections where several lines meet, or to the tertiary
windings of transformers.
ISA is a leading power transmission operator and one of South America’s largest utilities, owning more
than 41,000 kilometers of high-voltage transmission lines in Colombia, Peru, Bolivia and Brazil.
ABB (www.abb.com) is a leader in power and automation technologies that enable utility, industry, and
transport and infrastructure customers to improve their performance while lowering environmental
impact. The ABB Group of companies operates in roughly 100 countries and employs about 140,000
people.
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