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ABB wins $54-million order for underground and 
underwater power link in Denmark 
High-voltage cable to connect grids for first time and stabilize power supplies 

Zurich, Switzerland, May 11, 2007 – ABB, the leading power and automation technology 
group, has secured a $54-million order for an underground and underwater power link that 
will connect Denmark’s existing grids for the first time and help stabilize power supplies. 

ABB will supply the cable for the high-voltage direct current (HVDC) link that is scheduled 
for completion in 2010, creating the country’s first nationwide electricity network. The 
contract was awarded by Energinet.dk, the state-owned operator of the Danish gas and 
electricity transmission networks. 

“HVDC technology is an environmentally friendly way to bring stability to the grid,” said 
Peter Leupp, head of ABB's Power Systems division. “The numerous HVDC links in 
Northern Europe – many of them built by ABB – helped protect the region from last year’s 
major blackout in Europe.”  

The 58-kilometer power link with a capacity of 600 megawatts will run underwater for 32 
kilometers and underground for the rest of the stretch. It will stabilize power supplies on both 
sides of the strait that divides the two halves of the grid. 

The cable will connect Denmark’s western grid, which is already linked to the German 
network, to the country’s eastern grid, which has an electricity partnership with Sweden. This 
will create a national electricity network for the first time in Danish history. 

ABB pioneered HVDC technology in the 1950s and its projects include the world’s longest 
land cable, the 180-km Murraylink in Australia, and the world’s longest underwater high-
voltage cable that is currently under construction to link Norway and the Netherlands.  

ABB (www.abb.com) is a leader in power and automation technologies that enable utility and 
industry customers to improve performance while lowering environmental impact. The ABB 
Group of companies operates in around 100 countries and employs about 109,000 people. 
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