Press release
ABB wins $200 million order to equip
Sweden’s next generation high-speed
trains
Record project for the electrical system of all of SJ’s 36 high-speed trains will improve
punctuality, reliability and energy efficiency
Zurich, Switzerland, Jan. 16, 2014 – ABB, the leading power and automation technology group, has
won an order of $200 million to supply the electrical systems for all 36 ‘SJ 2000’ next generation highspeed trains for SJ, Sweden's state-owned rail operator.
SJ will invest a total of around $510 million in a comprehensive program for the SJ 2000 trains, for
which ABB will supply and install energy efficient technology. ABB will book its order in the first
quarter of 2014 in the Discrete Automation and Motion division.
ABB will supply the entire power conversion and control systems on the SJ 2000 trains, delivering
modern technology for the coming decade. The trains, which were launched in the late 1980s, will
also be newly equipped with a fresh-looking interior design.
The first retrofitted train will be delivered in 2015. After successful testing and evaluation, the
remainder of the trains will be built incrementally through 2019. Disassembly and assembly will be
done in Sweden together with a local partner.
“The equipment of high-speed trains is a growing market for ABB’s rail business for which we are very
well positioned, building on our company’s combined power and automation solutions," said Ulrich
Spiesshofer, CEO of ABB. "With a comprehensive portfolio of traction solutions, power electronic
packages and project management expertise globally and in Sweden, we are a reliable partner for
world-class train operators including SJ here in Sweden.”
The SJ 2000's upgraded electrical systems will ensure more reliable power supply while reducing
energy consumption in a significant way. Punctuality, reliability and higher comfort are key factors to
further improve customer satisfaction.
”The need and demand for environmentally friendly and comfortable travel will keep increasing.
Passenger train journeys went up by 59 percent from 1997 to 2010. All signs point to a further strong
increase, not least in terms of business travel as companies live up to their sustainability
commitments”, said Crister Fritzson, CEO of SJ. “This initiative will enable SJ to offer the most
comfortable train journeys on the main inter-city lines in Sweden for a long time ahead.”
ABB’s scope of supply includes traction converters, traction transformers, battery chargers, train
control systems and infotainment equipment. This project follows ABB’s successful refurbishment of
high-speed InterCityExpress (ICE 1) trains operated by Deutsche Bahn, Germany’s national rail
operator.
The SJ 2000 train carriages were built by one of ABB’s predecessor firms, ASEA, in the late 1980s.
The train is one of the world’s best in its class in terms of comfort, space and service. It is the only
train in Sweden with specially designed basket tilting that keeps passengers comfortable while
traveling at high speed along many curved sections of the Swedish rail network.
ABB has a long history of providing innovative and energy-efficient technologies to the rail sector,
manufacturing and servicing all components and sub-systems used in urban, intercity and high-speed
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networks, both for rail infrastructure and for rolling stock. With a vast global installed base, ABB also
provides life cycle service support, including maintenance and retrofits.
ABB (www.abb.com) is a leader in power and automation technologies that enable utility and industry
customers to improve performance while lowering environmental impact. The ABB Group of
companies operates in around 100 countries and employs about 150,000 people.
For help with any technical terms in this release, please go to: www.abb.com/glossary
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